Words from our Execu.ve Director
I have been reﬂec,ng on the prosecu,on and convic,on of Derek Chauvin for the death of
George Floyd. My ﬁrst feeling was one of relief — jus,ce for the Floyd family. With reﬂec,on, I
thought about what it took to ensure that jus,ce prevails.
•
•
•
•

The recording of the trauma,c incident by a teenager.
The calm of bystanders as they endured their own trauma.
The breaking of the blue wall by courageous oﬃcers.
Protests across the country and the world.

The world was watching and wondering if America would value the life of this par,cular Black man
and why this is what it takes for jus,ce to prevail.
In all the thoughts and grief, I'm leM to consider what this will mean for the children in New Haven.
Is this what we are up against as we try to break down barriers and create equitable systems for
young children, their families, and the mostly women who care for and educate them? Who will
rally for the Black and Brown children in our city? Who will march so that their educators receive a
living wage commensurate with their educa,on and experience? We say that they are essen,al but
will we ensure that their pay is just? New Haven Children’s Ideal Learning District (NH ChILD)
works to ensure that all 15,000 young children in New Haven have equitable access to Ideal
Learning environments. It is a bold, ambi,ous, and daun,ng goal. Perhaps aMer this verdict, we will
consider what is possible over what has seemed impossible. Perhaps we can be hopeful for our
children as we are forever mindful that this is a beginning and not an end. Perhaps we can
remember to ﬁght for jus,ce in every realm and in every system.
With grateful hearts, our thoughts are with the Floyd family, the city of Minneapolis, and with all
who are vicariously trauma,zed by this atrocity. With hopeful hearts, we imagine a just world for
all of our children and the people that they love.

George Floyd
was once
a young child
too.

Resources to support children impacted by racial trauma and structural violence
•

Advancing Equity Ini,a,ve (Na,onal Associa,on for the Educa,on of Young Children)

•

Resources to Help Young Children Cope with Violence (Na,onal Associa,on for the
Educa,on of Young Children)

•

How Racism can aﬀect Child Development (Harvard University’s Center on the Developing
Child)

•

Promo,ng Compassion and Acceptance in Crisis (Na,onal Associa,on of School
Psychologists)

•

Resources for Talking About Race, Racism, and Racialized Violence with Kids (Center for
Racial Jus,ce in Educa,on)

•

Responding to Children's Emo,onal Needs During Times of Crisis (healthychildren.org)

•

Talking to Children About Tragedies & Other News Events (healthychildren.org)

•

When Bad Things Happen (Learning for Jus,ce)

•

NASP Guidance for Ensuring Student Well-being in the Context of the Chauvin Trial
(Na,onal Associa,on of School Psychologists)

